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was too much dependence placed upon Government, and he thought that if they had a cemetery apart from
0KS D2@SNYyYSyidz AlG 62dz R 0S YIByA @fnitteed@mNdppoimied@dK OK.

consider matters and advise a way forward.

The Committee reported back at a second public meeting in December 1872 recommending that a Cemetery
Company should be formed with a nominal capital of £2!000he recommendation was carried and steps

taken to create the Compahy

At the same public meeting, a major obstacle was identified. The Cemeteries Act AmendnfenaBithen
0ST2NB GKS [S3AxatliABS [/ 2dzyOAt T | YS ydead bofiés ircanya LIS O,
LX F OSXPgAGKAY hyS YAES |yR | KIf & TrisRlduseivssSnclii&dy S NI
on grounds of safetyie.1 SSLIAY 3 Wdzy Of SIyQ OSYSGHOSNARS&a 2dzi 2F o6
specifically aimed at stopping any new cemetery at Queenborough. During debate on the Bill in the Legislative
Council, three different members referenced the undesirability efphoposed burial ground, with Mr Belbin
d4SO2yRAYy3a (GUKS ™ asytherdrdurt for theSQuéeibSryugh Gemetery was just within the
fAYAGE

The Queenborough Cemetery Company released its prospectus in January 1873. The Company was to have a
capital of £2,000 raised by selling shares of £1 each. Provisional Directors included Frederick Lipscombe,

William Davis, James Gregory, George Luckman, Stephen Large, Charles Prettyman and Ed#a@rigspie
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site having been put back from the Main Road expressly for the purpose of bringing it within the meaning of
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i KS 21 Thi§ i6 the reason why, despite the Queenborough Public Cemetery Company later owning land

which continued to Sandy Bay road, the lower portion was never used for burials.

The purchase of this land began with Queenborough Public Cemetery Company directors James Gregory,
Stephen Large and George Luckman buying a 20 acre allotment from the estate of Thomas Chaffey for £400
inMay 1873 ® ! & (GKS | dzOGA2ySSNDa LI Iy oS foRsdle. Grgdryg, fa¥ge (i K A 2
and Luckman then sold 12 acres and 24 perches of this land to the Company for £280, comprising the southern
(upper) portion with a 30 feet roadway connecting it to Sandy Bay Roale remaining 7 acres 1 rood 4

perches was conveyed to the Company in November #875
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The cemetery grounds were laid out by Company Chairman James Gregory, a builder 13§, teadgory
appears to have been influenced by the original design (only partially built) of the Cornelian Bay cemetery,
particularly in regard to the generous avenue through the cemetery and the division of the cemetery into

spaces for each denomination. &grounds were beautified with cypress and pine trées

22N)] o0S3aAFY Ay WdzyS mMyTtoX gA0GK DNBI2NE I RASNIAAAY:
F2NXYAY3I YR YSGIF Ay 2 iniFdemb 18RI erduriirepdrtiécthat: S Y S i S NB

G{2YS mMpnn 2NI mcnn Aa (2 0SS aL¥dbdenrBeyfbusilK S I NP dzy |
engaged in clearing it, forming roadways and pathways, &c. There will be a road leading from
the main road along the side of the private land about five hundredisyap to the cemetery,

then turning ata right angle to the middle dhe ground, whence it runs right through the
cemetery up to the fence at the rear. This road will be twenty feet wide, bedded with large
blue stoneand covered withwhite metal obtainedrom Cartvright's quarry, a distance of
about five miles down the Brown's River road. This white metal gives the road a much prettier
appearance than the ordinary blue stone, and though it is softer, with adbduee bed it
makes an admirable foundation. On eaatiesof the road will be borders five feet wide, on
which will be planted trees and shrubs of various kinds, many of which will be obtained from
the Royal Society's Gardens. No planting will be done this year, but this portion of the work
will be fully carried out next sesn. The entrance from the mainad will be by large
ornamental gates, and there will be another gate at the keeper's lodge at the entrance of the
cemetery ground. In the centre of the ground there will be a reserve for a mortuary chapel,
to be erected of weathdboard, from which the arious denominational departments will
radiate. The beds will be 20ft wide, and the paths 8ft., and of course each denomination will
KIdS AdGa Zgy LER2NIUAZ2Y DE

Gregory superintended the works, with another Director, Stephen Large, supervising the workmen on the
ground. The Queenborough Public Cemetery opened in September 1873, with Stephen Largpaingd
Superintender®®T G KS LR AAGAZ2Y OFYS gAGK (GKS {dzZZASNRARY(USSy RSy
September 1873, being that of Spencer Williams Gattidge, an-gégirold boy®. By February 1874, 110
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Throughout the 1870s and 1880s the Queenborough Cemetery appears to have been run efficiently, with no
complaints being made about the state of the cemetery. However this began to change following the death
of Superintendent Stephen LargeinJune 891 C2 f f 2 6 A y 3 ftodAyEnGrAgemdRtppéaksio R &
have fallen to Chairman George Luckiffawhilst the hard work of grave digging was undertaken by Samuel

Rowe, who began a 2¢ear career at the cemetery in 1886
The first major complaint came in the form of a letter to the editofb& Mercuryn March 1898:
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REPORTS OF CASES
DeterMiNeD 1N THE
SUPREME COURT OF TASMANIA

Derixa . THE Year 1913,

which very young children had been buried many years before, but on
opening the coffins no bodies or remains of bodies were found. On motion
for prohibition Held, that there was no evidence in support of the
charge.

George Luckman, Superintendent of the Q borough Cemetery,
wus charged with having removed the dead bodies of two persons
which had been interred in that cemetery without having obtained
the permission of the Colonial Secretary and convicted.

It appeared on the opening of a grave for another burial the coffins
of two infants, aged respectively ten days and seven months, which
bad been buried 21 and 15 years respectively, were removed by the
gravedigger, as he alleged, in Luckmau's presence and by his orders,
though Luckman denied this. Otber witnesses proved the finding of
the remaius of the two coffins on a rubbish heap partly burnt. The
coffin plates were illegible and the cofins were empty except as to
some fibrous matter. Two bones were also found but no evidence
was given about them. No consent had been given by the Colonial
Secretary.

L. L. Dobson, having obtained an order nisi for a prohibition on the
ground that the conviction was against the evidence and the weight
of evidence, and that the evidence disclosed no offence as it was proved
that the coffins aileged to bave been removed contained no remains,

2 LAW REFORTS.

McINTYRE and that in the course of nature the bodies of such young children as
those alleged to have been buried in the coffins must bave been

1013
entirely dissolved after such a long period.
PL Dobbie, 8., showed cause.
PLANE v. LUCKMAN. MINTYRE, AnE @ ean
3 ; 3 E v The purpose of the Act is to ensure decency and respect for the
Cemeleries Amendinent Act, 1872 (36 Vic., No. 17)—Removal of bodies 1913 LuckuMan dead, and it was quite competent for the justices to conclude from the
o rensin—Boidones. _—t evidence that human remains had been taken from the grave and that
On a chargo of removing bodies from a cometery without permission of  Feb. 25 this was done with the knowledge and at the direction of the
the Colonial Secretary there was evidence of the removal of coffins in  March 13

defendant.
draw, If the information bad charged the removal of “the remains
of the dead bodies,”
evidence would have clearly supported it and the justices could have
amended under & Feo., No. 27, Sec. 3.

Dobson replied.

It was an inference they were entitled to draw and did

using the alternative words in the seetion, the

Meclxiyre, J.  There was not a shred of evidence that the coffius
removed contained bodies or the remains of bodies. The order must
be made absolute.

Attorneys for the applicant : Dobsen, Mitchell & Allport.
Attorney for the respondent: Crown Solicilor.
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